
 

 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT BOARD 

100 N Park, Rm 201 

Helena MT 59620 

 

Board Legislative Committee Minutes 

Thursday, October 27, 2011 

10:00 am 

 

Committee Members (present via telephone) : 

Dianna Porter, Chair 

John Nielsen 

    Terrence Smith 

 

Other Board Members (present via telephone): 

    Darcy Halpin 

 

Staff: Roxanne Minnehan 

 Melanie Symons 

 Barbara Quinn  

 Patricia Davis 

Renae Justice 

Flora Sebens 

   Roll Call 

I. Public/Member Comment 

There were no comments. 

 

II. Approval of May 3, 2011, Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion:  Chairwoman Dianna Porter moved to approve the May 3, 2011, Legislative 

Committee Meeting Minutes with corrections. 

 

Second:  Member John Nielsen 

 

No public comment. 

 

Vote:  3/0 

 

III. Updates 

 

A. SAVA Meeting 

SAVA met October 20, 2011. Megan Moore gave an over view of the Committee’s 

Study Plans and revised Work Plans, which the Committee adopted.  She also provided 

a Pension Primer presentation and proposed statutory changes and other changes to the 

Committee’s approach to considering legislative proposals. Carroll South and Clifford 

Sheets presented a report on retirement plan investments. Ms. Minnehan and David 

Senn gave their respective Actuarial Valuation Reports.  David Niss discussed contract 

rights litigation, citing the Colorado and Minnesota cases. The next SAVA meeting is 

Friday, January 27, 2012. 
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B. Recap Activities Around the 2011 Legislature 

It was noted that the material provided for this meeting was a good reminder of how 

much work was done during the last legislative session and how much was also 

accomplished. 

 

C. Develop Strategic Plan for the 2013 Legislature 

The following ideas were mentioned to assist with the development of a Strategic Plan 

for the 2013 Legislature: 

 

 Hire a lobbyist again. 

 Continue with Roxanne’s Blog. 

 Boost our public relations campaign by releasing articles at least every quarter on 

retirement systems. Refer to the Government Finance Officers magazine articles 

that are written in layman’s terms so it is very easy to understand. 

 Build rapport and relationships with our members, as well as the employers. 

 List the MPERA website in the AFSME newsletter and maybe on TRS website, too. 

 Meet with leadership at the legislature and let them know who we are and where we 

stand on certain bills. 

 Meet with TRS and discuss what their game plan is. Contact our Actuary to see if 

he can put some scenarios together on financing if we are able to get some 

financing. 

 

Motion:  Member John Nielsen moved to direct staff to meet with Dave Senn at 

Teachers Retirement System to discuss what their strategy, work plan and goals are 

regarding stakeholder meetings. Mr. Nielsen also directed staff to contact our actuary 

to see if he can put together some scenarios on different financing if we are able to get 

an influx of funding and a decrease in the GABA and have this information ready by 

the December Board meeting. 

 

Second:  Member Terrence Smith 

 

No public comment. 

 

Vote:  3/0 

 

D. Other 

It was agreed the next Legislative Committee meeting will be scheduled after the 

December Board meeting. 

 

IV. Adjourn 
Chairwoman Dianna Porter adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m.  


