
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT BOARD 
100 North Park Avenue, Room 201 

Helena MT  59601 
 

CLOSED MEETING 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 

3:00 pm 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Board of Trustees 
Sheena Wilson, President 
Mike McGinley, Vice President 
Julie McKenna, Member 
Maggie Peterson, Member 
Marty Tuttle, Member 
Timm Twardoski, Member 
Pepper Valdez, Member 

 
MPERA Staff 
Dore Schwinden, Executive Director 
Melanie Symons, Chief Legal Counsel 
Patricia Davis, Member Services Bureau Chief 
William Holahan, Legal Counsel 
Katherine Talley, Legal Counsel 
Cynthia Piearson, Executive Assistant 
 
Public 
Jessie Kodedek, Attorney for J.O. 
B.R. 
M.S. and Spouse 
 
ACTIONS 

 
I.  Consent Agenda 
• President Sheena Wilson moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Member Marty Tuttle 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Member Timm Twardoski was not present for 
the vote. 

 
II. Contested Cases 
 
Proposed Order  – J.O.  
• The Board requested a draft decision for its consideration in reaching a final decision to either adopt 

or reject the Hearing Examiner’s proposed order.  The Board’s attorney, Katherine Talley, will 
prepare the document and distribute it to the Board. 

 
 
 

 



Proposed Order  – D.P.  
• Member Marty Tuttle moved to adopt the Hearing Examiner’s proposed order as the Board’s final 

decision. President Sheena Wilson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Member Timm 
Twardoski was not present for the vote. 

 
Informal Reconsideration – PERS, M.S.  
• Member Marty Tuttle moved to postpone the informal reconsideration to the Board’s August 

meeting, as requested.  Member Maggie Peterson seconded the motion, which passed 4-2.  Vice 
President Mike McGinley and Member Julie McKenna voted in opposition. Member Timm 
Twardoski was not present for the vote. 

• Later in the meeting, Member Marty Tuttle moved to not postpone the informal reconsideration 
upon the appearance of M.S. at the meeting. President Sheena Wilson seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 

• Member Marty Tuttle moved to uphold staff recommendation that M.S. is not a member of PERS. 
President Sheena Wilson seconded the motion, which passed 6-1. Vice President Mike McGinley 
voted in opposition. 

 
Informal Consideration – VFCA, Z.G.  
• President Sheena Wilson moved to uphold staff recommendation that Z.G. not be given a retirement 

benefit.  Member Maggie Peterson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Member Timm 
Twardoski was not present for the vote. 

 
Informal Consideration – PERS, B.R.  
• President Sheena Wilson moved to uphold staff recommendation to deny B.R.’s request to convert 

his previously purchased 1-for-5 Service to Out-of-State Service in order to become eligible for an 
enhanced retirement benefit. Member Marty Tuttle seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
Member Timm Twardoski abstained from the vote. 

 
Legal Cases Update 
• The MPERA legal staff provided updates on contested cases. No action was taken by the Board. 

 
III. Executive Director’s Annual Performance Evaluation 
 
FY 2016 Performance Evaluation  
• President Sheena Wilson moved to accept the FY 2016 performance evaluation for the executive 

director.  Member Maggie Peterson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Member 
Timm Twardoski was not present for the vote. 

 
FY 2017 Performance Objectives  
• President Sheena Wilson moved to accept the FY 2017 performance objectives for the executive 

director.  Member Maggie Peterson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Member 
Timm Twardoski was not present for the vote. 

 


